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MODELS & MINIATURES

We enjoyed another lively day at the Reading Carriage Sale this October, with competitive bidding

from both a packed saleroom and a growing online audience. Yet nothing compares to the

atmosphere in the room itself, which remained full of energy as many took the opportunity to view

lots in person and reconnect with familiar faces. The newly introduced rostrum and seating area for

the carriage auction provided a more comfortable and visible setup for the carriage section, which

was warmly received by those who stayed throughout.

Among the standout vehicles of the day was an

exceptional Park Drag on perch with telegraph springs,

which sold for £12,000 (Lot 25). 

A living wagon built circa 1900 achieved £8,500 (Lot

23), testament to the ongoing appeal of well-presented,

character-rich vehicles. 

The remarkable collection of scale models by the

late Brian Kerley attracted considerable attention.

A beautifully made model of a Garden Seat

Omnibus, sign written “Oakleys Knife Polish”, sold

for £540 (Lot 524). 

Other highlights included a pair of market traders’

fishmongers models, which made £130 (Lot 614),

and a finely crafted Fire Engine Tender Wagon at

the same price (Lot 553). 

A miniature Western saddle on a wooden stand

soared to £600 (Lot 632), while a colourful model

gypsy caravan brought in £420 (Lot 629).

Though books may have softened in value in recent

years, it’s clear that crafted and nostalgic models

continue to find their market.

VEHICLES

Exercise vehicles showed continued strength, with a Bennington cart achieving £1,360 (Lot 36).

Two-wheeled carts remained accessible, selling in the low hundreds, ideal for those seeking a

starting point for training vehicles.



Dealer’s whips continue to outperform expectations,

especially those with provenance. 

A fine example by Crawley & Sons of Peterborough achieved

over £800 (Lot 875), underlining the ongoing strength of this

niche but passionate collecting area. Among the more

unusual entries was a folding wooden ladder which sold for

£850 (Lot 822). 
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WHIPS & CURIOSITIES

With a healthy clearance rate and firm prices across multiple sections, the Autumn Reading

Carriage Sale confirmed that demand for well-presented, heritage-rich items remains strong. From

collector’s models and coach lamps to show-standard harness and traditional carriages, there was

truly something for every buyer.

Our next sale will take place on Wednesday, 1  April 2026 and we look forward to seeing you then!
st

HARNESS
Harness was another well-contested section, particularly full

sets, with a black leather trade harness made by Tyler, with

distinctive yellow piping achieving £5750 (Lot 778) and a set

made by Huskisson, achieved £2,900 (Lot 787).

The heavy horse black leather harness sets with 27–29" full

collars sold steadily around the £900 mark (Lots 735–750).

Among them, a well-equipped set of black and whitemetal

harness brought £1,000 (Lot 734).

NEXT SALE WEDNESDAY, 1st April 2026

As ever, lamps drew strong pre-sale attention and

good prices. A charming pair of horseshoe-

fronted lamps by Marston & Co., Birmingham,

with etched floral glass, sold for £160 (Lot 841),

while a handsome pair of ornate scallop-fronted

coach lamps made £400 (Lot 873). 

LAMPS


